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              RETHINK YOUR PRE-DIP                          
SUBMITTED BY:   STEVE SHANK-ECOLAB AGRIBUSINESS ACCOUNT MANAGER 

The current volatility of the iodine market has caused many of us to re-think our approach to pre-dips. The 
introduction of Ecolab’s non-iodine pre-dip Bee-Line Prep has given us a great alternative to the stand-
ard .5% iodine, while reducing vulnerability to rising iodine prices. 

Bee-Line has a couple of great attributes: It meets Ecolab’s high efficacy standards against mastitis-causing 
organisms using a new patent-pending germicide, it has excellent surfactancy to aid in cleaning dirty teat 
skin, and best of all, a price point to the dealer below $2.00 per gallon.  

Bee-Line Prep is shipped to the dealerships in concentrate form and requires some easy steps to mix.  M1 us-
ers should have already been contacted by your Ecolab Agri-Specialist for an equipment and software up-
grade in order to make Bee-Line. For non-M1 users, it mixes at a one part concentrate to nine parts water ra-
tio.  In order to ensure the best results we recommend thickening the ready-to-use product with xanthan gum 
and propylene glycol. Xanthan gum is provided by Ecolab at no charge.  Mix the xanthan gum  and the glycol 
in a smaller container using a small mixer ( a paint mixer on a drill makes this cheap and easy to achieve) 
then dump into the barrel of mixed product and stir with a stainless steel stir rod on a drill. Mixing instruc-
tions as follows: 

      55 gallon drum  Xanthan gum       8 ounces 

      Propylene Glycol   48 ounces 

  220 gallon tote  Xanthan Gum                                          34 ounces 

      Propylene Glycol            192 ounces  or 1.5 gallons
  275 gallon tote   Xanthan Gum    42 ounces 

      Propylene Glycol            240 ounces 



Manure storage structures tend to fill up fast since manure, parlor wash water and rain/run-off are all collected 
there.  Storage structure capacity needs can vary from 16 to 24 gallons per cow per day, and handling this large 
volume of manure is a big expense on dairy farms. Producers need to choose a system that is most efficient for 
their operation. Recent articles in the Agri-View discussed findings from a study regarding manure handling 
cost (Tim Harrigan, Michigan State University). 

This study considered cost for agitation, pumping, hauling and application (both broadcast with tillage and in-
jection). Not surprisingly, hauling capacity per hour declined the further the fields were from the farm. Com-
pared to fields located around the farm, hauling capacity per hour declined by 20 percent for fields one mile 
from the farm, 40 percent with a two-mile haul and 50 percent with a three mile-haul. 

Table 1 Manure handling cost for different-sized dairies: 

 
Both farms used tank spreaders with tractors. The bigger dairy had a higher per gallon cost; mostly because the 
transportation cost was higher (fields were farther from the farm). On both farms there was little cost difference 
between slurry injection or broadcast spreading with incorporation (not reported in table). The added benefit of 
injection is improving nitrogen retention, and assuming a 50 cent per pound commercial nitrogen value, this 
benefit adds up fast! 

Another way to improve manure handling and reduce costs is to use Accelerator Dairy. This natural bacterial 
waste treatment product increases microbial activity in the storage structure. The bacillus bacteria in Accelera-
tor Dairy improve manure solids digestion, and the table below identifies some areas where Accelerator Dairy 
can help: 

 

Several farm trials evaluating the effectiveness of Accelerator Dairy show improved nitrogen retention up to 
6.6 pounds per 1000 gallons. This benefit alone would generate a return on investment of almost 3:1!  Also, due 
to the improved manure digestion, less sludge accumulates and more manure can be pumped, which is more 
efficient than handling it as solid manure. 

Manure management requires serious resources.  Accelerator Dairy can help by improving manure handling 
characteristics and nitrogen retention. Talk to your MEDA representative on how to get started on the Accelera-
tor Dairy program. 

  175 cow dairy 1,400 cow dairy 

  percent cents/gallon percent cents/gallon 

Agitation and pumping 14 0.16 13 0.17 

Transportation and application 66 0.78 79 1.06 

Tillage and incorporation 20 0.24 8 0.11 

Total 100 1.18 100 1.34 

TREATING MANURE IS WORTH IT!                                  
SUBMITTED BY; STEPHANIE JENS,  ACCOUNT MANAGER, DANISCO 



   HELP IN LOWERING SCC COUNTS                                   
SUBMITTED BY: WILLY MEERAKKER-UDDER  COMFORT 



HELP IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!                          

SUBMITTED BY Derrick Meyer-Account Manager Stearns Bank 

 

 

Why Should You Offer A Stearns Bank Lease? 

It’s easier to sell a monthly payment on your next washer or dryer sale than 
selling the total cost of  the unit. 

The total monthly savings recognized by the customer may be far greater 
than the monthly lease payment  

On a 36-month lease, the unit will be under warranty for the full-term. 
 

Why Stearns Bank? 

Personal Contact All the Time- 
-You will speak to someone all the time                                   

Fast Response Time-        
 -Expect approvals in less than an hour            
Simple Process-                                                            
 -Limited paperwork, no extra work for you          
Flexible Payment Terms-        
 -We will create terms to fit your customer’s needs         
Same Day Funding-        
 -Funds will be sent the same day signed documents are received 

Call Derrick for monthly payment quotes today!   

800-247-1922 (office) 

320-267-8930 (cell) 

Selling A Washer?? 



At the MEDA Route School in December, Jason Koerth discussed Acid 2900.   This product will not        

available until sometime in February, however it’s sister product Envirocid SP in 55gl,  Item #6300217, is 
available now.    

Udder Comfort has improved the Mas-D-Tec.  The New MD-20 is button free.  Mastitis Management is very 

important and the Mas-D-Tec is a great tool in early mastitis detection.  Check out the brochure included in 

this mailing. 

There is a wealth of information available to you on our web-site chemstarworks.com.  We are adding new 
materials and updating MSDS sheets weekly so make sure you are visiting our site frequently.  If there is 

something you would like to see us add, contact the MEDA office. 

In your last 2 mailings were NEW catalog pages that included order forms to use when placing an order with 
MEDA for Stenner Pumps/Parts and Continental Washers/Dryers/Parts.   If you would like these order forms 

e-mailed to you for easier access, call the office and we will send them to you.   

IMPULSE CHALLENGE  
 

 DO YOU WANT THE CHANCE  

  TO EARN A GIFT CERTIFICATE  

  TO YOUR FAVORITE STORE???

CHANCE TO EARN A GIFT  FAVORT-

EJOIN THE                                                     

 IMPULSE CHALLENGE?? 

 

 IMPULSWATCH YOUR MAIL              

         FOR MORE DETAILS!!! 

 

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE! 





 TELEPHONE:  608-588-7878 FAX:  608-588-3528      E-MAIL: medaoffice@frontier.com 

 


